Vietnamese
Tét Nguyén Pan ciia Viét Nam

Tét Nguyén dan 1a dip 18 quan trong nhat & Viét Nam. "Nguyén" 14 bat dau, "Dan"
1a mot ngay méi. “Tét Nguyén Dan” 1 bat dau mot nim méi, don mua Xuan véi moi thi
trong dién mao moi nhat. Mot nim méi dén véi nhitng diéu may man va dong nghia véi
viéc, tat ca nhiing diéu khong may s& khong con nita, cing v6i mot nim da qua.

Nguoi Viét Nam quan niém moi thir trong ngay Tét phai that moi va that som. Vi
vay, truée Tét hon 2 tudn, cic gia dinh thuong chuan bj 1am 1&. Ho thuong don dep, trang
tri nha cura bang hoa mai, hoa dao, cay quat cdu d6i hodc buc tranh Tét. Cong viéc chuan
bi cho ngay Tét cua nguoi Viét thuong bat dau tir ngay 23 thang Chap, ngay cung Ong
Cong 6ng Tao. Mot sd gia dinh néng thon van giir truyén théng trong cay co tén 1a “Neéu”,
trong khi ¢ thanh phd, phong tuc nay da bi lang quén. Theo truyén thong, cay néu duogc
dung 1én dé chong lai ma quy va diém dir. Cay thuong dugc dung dé treo hodc trang tri
nhimg gi duoc tin 14 c6 thé xua dudi ma quy nhu: téi, xuong rong, hinh ném va 14 da.
Truéc Tét, nguoi Vit cling chuan bi banh chung, banh dﬁy va cac mon an thinh soan dé
dang 1én to tién.

Ngay Tét Duong lich c6 thé 1a ngay 30 thang Chap (neu 1a nam dua) hodc 29 thang
Chap (nam thiéu). Ngay niy gia dinh sum hop cung nhau an t6i don nim moi. Giira ngay
30 (hodc 29) thang Chap va ngay mong 1 thang Giéng, 1a thoi khic quan trong nhét cua
dip Tét. N6 danh déu sy chuyén giao nam cii va nam moi, dugc goi 1a Giao thira. Pé ghi
nhan thoi khic nay, ngudi ta thudng lam hai mam c¢d. Mot mam clng gia tién tai ban tho
& trong nha minh va mdt mam cing thién dia & khoang san truéc nha. Sap don ban thd
trong gia dinh ngudi Viét thudng c6 mot ban thd to tién, ong ba. Cach trang tri va sap dit
ban thd khac nhau tiy theo ting nha. Tuy nhién, trén ban the mdi nha luén bay hai cay mia
& hai bén nhu dé cac cu chong gy vé véi con chau va dan linh hon to tién tir trén troi vé
ha gi6i. Pong thoi trén ban thd cling c6 mdt mam ngii qua thé hién nguyén ude cua gia cha
qua tén goi, mau sac va cach sap xép cta chung.

Mot trong nhiing nét dep truyén thong trong ngay Tét d6 1a chiic Tét. Trong ngay
dau nim méi, ngoai nhitng mén qua, ngudi ta con trao cho nhau nhiing 16i chic tot dep
nhat. Khong chi ngudi nho chiic Tét nguoi 16n ma ngudi 16n ciing chic Tét nguoi nho tudi
hon minh. O Viét Nam, mét s6 101 chac Tét phé bién nhu: Chic mung ndm moi, Van sy
nhu y, an khang thinh vuong. Ngoai ra, véi mdi do tudi khac nhau s& c6 nhimg 10i chuc
khac nhau. V&i nguoi gia, nguoi ta thuong chuc 13 “Chuc 6ng/ba séng lau tram tudi”. O d6
tudi trung nién, ho thudng dugc chiic vé gia dinh va su nghiép. Vi du nhu: “Chtc ban nim
méi nhiéu strc khoe, cong viéc thuan lgi, lam an phat dat”. Con tré con thuong nhan dugc
nhing 101 chic vé hoc tap kém theo tién mimg tudi. Vi du nhu: “Chuc chau sang nim méi
cham ngoan hon, hoc giéi hon”. Nhin chung, mdi ngudi ¢ nhimg 10i chiic Tét khac nhau



tiy theo hoan canh. Nhung chiic Tét khong chi 1a mét phong tuc, nd con thé hién duoc
truyén thong ubng nude nhé ngudn cia dan toc Viet Nam.

Tét 1a mot dip dic biét va ¥ nghia dbi v6i moi nguoi Viét Nam. Day 1a khoang thoi
gian moi nguoi tu hop lai véi gia dinh sau mot khoang thoi gian dai xa cach va nghi ngoi
sau mot ndm 1am viéc cham chi. Pbi véi mdi nguoi Viét, Tét Nguyén Pan ludn 1a mot
truyén thong ma khong ai c¢6 thé pha v, va moi ngudi sé bang moi gia dé bao vé va phat
trién 18 hoi nay.

English
The Vietnamese Lunar New Year

Lunar New Year is the most important occasion in Vietnam. Lunar New Year,
according to the Vietnamese called Tet Nguyen Dan. "Nguyen" is to start, "Dan" is a new
day. "Tet Nguyen Dan" is to start a new year, to welcome Spring with everything in its
newest appearance. A new year comes with goodluck and in the mean time, all of the
badluck will be gone, together with the passed year.

The Vietnamese concept that everything in Lunar New Year must be very new and
soon. So before Tet more than 2 weeks, the family prepare to celebrate. They are usually
cleaning, decorating their house with apricot blossom, peach blossom, kumquat, couplets
or festival painting. Preparation-work for the day of the Vietnamese New Year usually
starts from December 23, the day that the Vietnamese dedicate Kitchen God. Some rural
families still keep the tradition planting named “Neu”, while in the city, this custom has
been forgotten. According to tradition, the tree is raised up against the devil and the
ominous. the tree is often referred to hang or decorate what is considered to scare the devil
as: garlic, cactus, effigies and Pandan. Before Tet, the Vietnamese also prepare "Chung"
cakes, "Day" cakes and hearty dishes to dedicate to their ancestors.

New Year's Day may be the 30th December (for full year) or December 29 (for
shortage year). This day family reunite dinner together for the New Year. Between the 30th
(or 29th) of December and 1 January, is the most important moment of the festival. It
marked the transfer of the old year and new year, called Eve (Giao Thua). In recognition
of this moment, people often make two trays. A tray of worship to ancestors at the altar in
his house and a tray of worship Heaven and Earth in the front yard. Arrangements the altar
of Vietnamese families usually have an altar ancestors, grandparents.The decoration and
altar arrangements vary according to each house. However, on the altar every home always
display two cane on either side as to the instrument for carrying on with the grandchildren
and leading spirits from the sky on the lower boundary. At the same time on the altar also



has a tray of five fruits expressed desire of the owner by the name, colours and their
arrangement.

One of the beauties of the traditional Tet holiday is wishing to people nice things.
On New Year’s Day, in addition to gifts, people also give each other best wishes. Not only
young people wish the adults New Year but adults also wish Tet for younger people. In
Vietnam, some popular New Year wishes such as: Happy new year, everything goes well,
Safety good health prosperity. In addition, with each different age, there will be different
wishes. For the elderly, people often wish “Wishing you a hundred years old”. In middle
age, they are wished for family and career, such as: “Wishing you have many healthy, good
work, and prosperous businesses.”. Children often receive wishes about learning with
lucky money. For example: “I wish you will be better, do better studies”. In general, each
person has different Tet greetings depending on the circumstances. Wishing on Tet is not
only a custom, but also shows the Vietnamese tradition of “When drinking water, think of
its source”.

Tet is a special and meaningful occasion to all Vietnamese. It is the time for people
reunite with their family after a long time not seeing each other and take a rest after a hard-
working year. To every Vietnamese, Lunar New Year is always a tradition that no one can
break down, and they will do everything to protect and develop it.
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